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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN OF WALPOLE, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1sr, 1872. 


Pra ae Seay oy 
VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 

Real estate, value, $785,887 00 
No. of polls 441, value, 66,150 00 
‘No. of horses, 503, “ — | 46,670 00 
No. of cattle, 1,832, “ 57,375 00 
No. of sheep, 8,142, “ , 22,403 00 
No. of hogs, 280, “ 4,715 00 
No. of dogs, 98, «6 144 00 
Carriages, cs 2,425 00 
Mills, mans’ 6,050 00 
Bank stock, ss 51,900 00 
Interest money, : 68,067 00 
Stoek in trade, 14,600 00 
Toll bridge, 9,000 00 

‘Total value, $1,135,386 00, 


Rate per cent. 1.75. 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING MARCH 1, 1872. 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, 48 74 
Taxes in hands of J. B. Russell, uncollected, 460 05 
Taxes in hands of Chas. Fisher, 5,655 02 
Cash received from County for paupers, 270 67 
Cash received from Circus, for license, 25 00 
Cash received from State for Savings Bank 

tax, 300 29 


Cash received from State for Rail Road tax, 632 69 
Cash received from State for Literary Fund, 143 40 
Cash received from Keene National Bank 

for note at 30 days, 1,500 00 
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Taxes for this year assessed and put into 

hands of Chas. Fisher, Collector, 20,283 31 
Taxes for this year assessed on Village 

Precinct, in hands of C. Fisher, Coll., 1,800 00 


Cash for interest on uncollected taxes, 230 97 
Cash for use of Town House, 6 00 
Cash on account of highways, 3 50 
Cash for sale of lot in Cemetery, 10 00 | 
Cash for sale leaves in 1870, in Cemetery, 7 00—31,376 64 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Cash for County tax, 2.791 30 
Yash for State tax, 4,860 00 
Cash for floating orders, 280 25 
Cash for orders for this year, 14,599 88 
Taxes uncollected in hands of C, Fisher, 
Collector, 8,521 20 
Taxes uncollected in hands of J. B. Rus- | 
sell, Collector, 40 17 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, 283 84—31,376 64 


B. F. ALDRICH, Treasurer. 


ee 


The amount of orders given during the year were $15511,14 
which were disbursed as follows : 
EXPENSES OF REBUILDING PIER AND RUBBLING ABOUT THE 
SAME. 


Cash paid N. D. Piper and others, stone 


masons, 497 88 
Cash paid Spencer & Co., for cement and 

iron, (107 O01 
Cash paid Arms & Willson, for cement, 23 72 
Cash paid N. C. Smith, self and team, 4 25 
Cash paid S, J. Hubbard, wall for Rubbling 

stone, 3 00 


Cash paid C. C. Davis, printing, 1870, 3 14 


Cash paid J. F. Perry, freight, 1 50 
Cash paid C. R. Road, freight on derrick and 

tools, 27 00 
Cash paid J. C. Brown, drawing Rubbling 

stone, 46 50 
Cash paid Isaac M. Graves, drawing Rub- 

bling stone, | 20 00 


Cash paid Mann & Bigelow, stone furnished, 211 06 
Cash paid B. Driscoll, work on Wing wall 


and riprap, 22 96 
Cash paid B. F. Bond, do do 24 75 
Cash paid Wm. Chappell, do do 4 18 

Cash daid Geo. Priest, work on Pier, 62.00 
Cash paid W. A. Maynard, use of team, 9 50 


Cash paid E. E. Bixby, work on bridge, 1.10 
Cash paid Chas. Rice, self and team, 4 50 
Cash paid Phelps & Towne, team, 2 50 
Cash paid Jerry Buckley, on pier, 2 00 
Cash ‘paid O. W. Rogers, self and team, 9 
Cash paid W. C. Allen, boat oar and pump, 2 


Cash paid E. K. Seabury, powder and fuse, 3 57 


Cash paid Geo. M. Hale, 3 00 
Cash paid J. Hearty, work on pier and bridge, 6 20 
Cash paid W. H. Stone, self and team, 5 00 
Cash paid Selectmen of Walpole, for time and labor, and bills 
paid as per vouchers. 98 01 
Cash paid Selectmen of Westminster, for time and labor, and 
bills paid as per vouchers, 37 90 
1,243 68 
Paid by Westminster, 414 56 
Paid by Walpole, 829 12 


We the undersigned hereby certify that the foregoing state- 
ment of bills, for purposes named, is correct, and that the res- 
pective amounts set against each town in settlement of same has 
been paid. 

Walpole, Feb. 25, 1872. 


Henry C. rene | Selectmen Cuas. F'IsHeEr, ) Select- 


, , 
F. ARNoLp, of Frp’k Warkrys, > men of 


Westminster, New’ Royce, ) Walpole. 
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HIGHWAYS. 


Wm. Arnold, Jr., 

Charles B. Hall, for repairs, 1870, 

F. B. Knapp, for repairs, 1870, 

Patrick Murry, for repairs, 

Alpheus Clark, 

Wm. Hooper, 

H. C. Towne, 

E. K. Seabury, 

Gardner E. Hall, for 1870, 

Isracl Stowell, removing bridge, making fill 
and repairing highway. 

N. C. Smith, removing bridge, making fill 
and repairing highway. 

L. P. Booth, 

John C. Brown, 

N. Royce, building and repairing roads, 

Geo. Priest, 

J. T. Pierce, 

Wm. B. Mason, 

I. M. Graves, 

J. A. Wells, 1870, 

Wm. Wellington, 1870, 

A. K. Adams, 

Gardner Dodge, 

Roe Wier, 

EK. E. Bixby, 

Patrick Buckley, 

B. Driscoll, 

Chas. Rice, 

Alonzo Jennings, 


Ebenezer Proctor, making fill near H.S. Allens, 


A. A. Beckwith, 

Wm. Chappel, 

Geo. D. Kingsbury, 

F. A. Wier, Jr., 

Ebenezer E. Stowell, 

J. H. Moriarty, 

H. H. Fletcher, for 1869,-’70, and ’71, 
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J.C. Fletcher, for 1869,-’70, and ’71, 
Sam’! Morrison, 

H. A. Perry, 

Merrill Priest, 

Levi Hooper, 

H. C. Rawson, 

Willie Leonard, 

Charles Fisher, 1870, 

J. W. Batchelder, 

O. H. P. Watkins, 


sa anamaammtaememed 


BREAKING ROADS. 


Geo. Royce, 

Wm. Arnold, Jr., 

Wm. T. Ramsey, 

H. C. Towne, 1870 and 771, 
F. S. Elliott, 

Saml. Royce, 

J. Kidder, 

J. H. Moriarty, 

J.C. Eletcher, 


BRIDGES. 


eS 


Wm. Arnold, Jr., 
H. M. Elwell, 

J. C. Tolman, shingles, Drewsville bridge, 
Lewis Dickey, , 

N. Royce, wing wall, 

Pat Carroll, wing wall, 

N. Royce, rebuilding bridge, Drewsville, 1870, 
V. H. Bragg, shingling bridge, Drewsville, 
E. E. Smith, ¢ 
Willard Tuttle, 

J. Fisher, work on 


“é 
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19 50 
8 00 
2 25 
2 50 
2 50 
2 00 

15 

33 50 

2 00 


23 30 
——— $621 92 


2 60 
10 00 
16 88 
23 25 
5 25 
10 50 
1 36 
10 25 
1 00-——$81 08 


24 25 
72 84 
40 00 
2 50 
22 75 
17 50 
44 77 
12 50 
5 79 
3 00 
6 18 
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Sherman Watkins, Marsh bridge and highway, 26 17 


Ww. G. Buffum, timber, 1870, 
H. M. Elwell, bridge plank, 
Sam’l Royce, timber and railing, 
8. O. Wakefield, 

H. Lathrop, 

H. E. Putnam, 

T. B. Buffum & Co., 

O. W. Rogers, 

F. Watkins, 

Chas. Rice, 

Alonzo Jennings, 

J. H. Moriarty, 

N. Royce, labor and cash paid at Drewsville, 
F. G. Drew, 

H. M. Elwell, 

H. A. Bellows, 

Saml. D. Bradford, for stone, 


DAMAGES BY INSUFFICIENCY OF HIGHWAY, 


Oliver Hall, 
Sam’ C. Fleming, 
Mrs. Sam’l Slade, 
A. M. Jefts, 


ad 


POLICE, 


J. D. Hinds, 

C. W. Hinds, special palices 
L. U. Holt, . 

Geo. Winters, “ gh 
E. W. Barker, 


30 00 
22 44 
27 52 
11 25 
90 

3 18 

11.28 
1 00 

11 75 
4 00 

2 75 

4 50 

25 84 
2 25 

55 09 
2 00 


3 25° 


10 00 
50 00 
1 75 
10 00 


13 90 
2 00 
2 00 
5 00 

15 00 


$497 26 


$71 75 


$37 90 
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TOWN PAUPERS. 


CHARLES TITUS. 
Provisions furnished, and care by F. A. 


Wier, $179 00 
Wood furnished by D. Buffum, 1870, 30. 00 
Goods furnished by T. B. Buffum, 1870-71, 22 03 
Goods furnished by E. K. Seabury, 12 83 
Goods furnished by R. L. Ball, 2 50 
Goods furnished by Alfred Watkins, 13 30—-$259 66 
MRS. STARKWEATHER. 
A. Roy, wood furnished, 1870, 13 00 
Alonzo Jennings, wood and provisions, 76 43 
C. 8. Dickey, house rent and provisions, 73 64° 
Oliver Hall, meat bill, 19 19 
K. K. Seabury, goods furnished, 3 43 
R. L, Ball, goods furnished, 4 25 
Overseer of Poor, goods furnished, 1870,71, 5 50 
Jerome Lebourveau, sawing wood, 16 24 
T. B. Buffum, goods furnished 1870,-71, 96 98 
Stephen Slade, provisions, 4 50 
C. C. Davis, medicine, Bey 
A. K. Maynard, 7 35 
C. E. Watkins, 29 58 
Dr. Richardson, 10 50—-$361 80 . 
F. KRATZER. 
R. R. Fair 5 85 
Cc. C. D ae medicine, } 42-_-$6 27 


MRS. ROYCE. 
E. A. Holton, unsettled claim, 5 00——$ 5 00 
JOHN BUNDY. 
Mrs. Raters board, washing and mending 


clothing, 195 37 
T. B. Buffum, goods, 1870-71, 11 06 
A. K. Maynard, 4 42 
Clarence E. Watkins, 4 24 


Dr. Richardson, 6 75—-$222 34 


CALEB FARNHAM., 
H. A. Hitchcock, 
T. B. Buffum, 
Dr. Richardson, 


12 00 
1 67 
7 00——$20 67 


CHILDREN OF WM. BELLOWS. 


By Mrs. L. Hooper, 
Mrs. Hefflon, 


Amount, 


cee eee 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Mr. Swan, by D. Buffum, wood furnished, 
Harriett Washburn, 

Mrs. Allen, 

Mrs. Carrol, 


Mrs. Croning, 

John Goodell, 

John Hastings, 

Daniel Hazelton, 

Jas. Welch, 

Transient, 

David Burk, 

Mrs. Ferdinand Smith, 

Mary Ann Wellington, 

Expense cash paid by Overseer of Poor,. 


CEMETERIES. 


REPAIR OF FENCES, 1870 AND 


136 00—-$136 00 
175 00—-$175 00 


$1,186 74 


$ 3 70 
35 88 

8 00 
26 00 


26 00 
2 00 
16 00 
36 00 
27 00 
4 40 
39 00 
90 11 
5 08 
3 30—-$322 47 


1871. 


V. H. Bragg, building fence at Drewsville Cem- 


etery, 1870, 
Willard Tuttle, do do 
Josiah W. Knight, painting fence, 
Josiah W. Knight, paint. urnished, 


$33 87 
18 00 
18 25 

2 20 
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C. C. Davis, paint fue 39 28 


GeO, Davis; . ‘‘ 3 54 
Sam’l Royce, drawing fencing, 3 00 
E. K. Seabury, padlocks, 1 33 
A. F. Maynard, paint, 1 09 
C. B. Locke, freight, 72 
F. M. Fisher, removing brush, 1870, 2 50 

$123 83 


ee ee 


REPORT OF CEMJETERY COMMITTEE. 


J. B. Russell, 9 days work raking leaves, 18 00 
J. B. Russell, 1 days work cutting brush, 2 00 
J. B. Russell, 123 days mowing and raking, 25 00 
J. B. Russell, 44 days work trimming trees and draw- 
ing brush 9 00 
de Fay sta ckeock, care of Cemetery, 1870 and 1871, 40 00 
H, A. Hitchcock, repairing hearse, 1 25 
$95 25 
Cr. by hay sold, 4 40 
$90 85 
Hay sold John B. Russell, 4 40 
Leaves sold B. P. Spaulding, 1870, 7 00 
Lot sold Geo. H. Mellish, 10 00 
PRINTING, STATIONERY, AND REVENUE STAMPS. 
A. N. Swain, printing Town Reports, 58 50 
J. N. Morse, S a10 
G. H. Tilden & Co., highway book and stationery, 6 05 
C. C. Davis, stationery, 4 66 
C. C. Davis, bridge book, 37 
B. F. Aldrich, revenue stamps, 1 80 
Express on Town Reports, 30 


$79 43 
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TOWN HOUSE. 


Paid for wood, 1870 and 1871, $27 75 
E. K. Seabury, kerosene, chimneys, blind fasteners, &e., 15 39 
T. B. Buffum & Co., do do 8 97 
L. U. Holt, stove, pipe, and labor, 10 75 
H. B. Newton, pullies and spout for bell rope, 3 50 
Pat Murray, washing floor, 1 00 
Wm. C. Allen, work on Town House, 2 50 
Arms & Willson, lock for Lock-Up, 1 75 
C. C. Davis, putty and glass, 1870 and 1871, - 493 
Clarance E. Watkins, kerosene, 86 
E. W. Barker, hanging lamps, 1 52 
$78 92 

Cash received for use of Town House, 16 00. 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 


Geo. W. Graves, land taken for new highway, $170 00 


John Brown, do do do | 50 00 
B. P. Spaulding, do do do 25 00 
Levi Chapin, 25 00 
James Dorney, 5 00. 
J. F. Brooks, for road scraper, : 45 00 
C.R.R., for freight on scraper, 6 58 
J. G. Austin, 7 75 
E. Proctor, rae B 25 
E. W. Barker, repairing scraper, 40 
Geo. W. Graves, building new road, 67 00 
Expense looking up Walpole War claim, 10 75 
Use of Team by Selectmen, 40 00 
C. Ordway, blowing whistle on steam mill, 1870, 20 20. 
Abatement of taxes, 1869,-’70 and ’71, 194 36 
$665 29 
TOWN LIBRARY. 
Jerome Pierce, librarian and room rent, 50 00 
Geo. A. Blake, appropriated for books, 100 00—-$150 00 


~ Geo. Watkins, special tax, Dist. No. 9, re- 
pair of school house, 50 00 


13 


VILLAGE PRECINCT. 


E. W. Barker, Engineer, 18 00 
LAW SUITS. 
H. Lathrop for 1870, including fees paid 
for witnesses and affidavits, ‘To 26 
F. Vose, Att’y fees, 20 00 


C. Fisher’s bill, depositions and R. R. expense, 3 75-——$99 01 


PAID FOR RECORDS OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


A. P. Richardson, 8 00 

Geo. A. Blake, 2 25 

W. R. Dunham, 75——$11 00 

(ly SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS. 

Gilbert T. Stevens, 8 00 

Daniel O’Brien, 12. 50 

C. 8. Dickey, 3 00——$23 50 

TOWN OFFICERS. 

Charles Fisher, selectman, 195 00 

Frederick Watkins, ne Looe ao 

Nehemiah Royce, 115 31 

“Abel P. Richardson, Town Clerk, 50: 00 

B. F. Aldrich, Treasurer, 10 00 

J. B. Russell, Collector, 100 00 

Charles Fisher, Collector, © 7 100 00 
Abel P. Richardson, ) Superintending 55 00 

George Aldrich, + School 40 00 

Geo. A. Blake, j Committee. 40 00 


— $843 56 


The subscribers having examined the accounts of the Select- 
“men, Town Treasurer and Overseer of Poor, find them correctly 
cast and properly vouched. 

GEORGE ALDRICH, 


HENRY T. FOSTER, Auditors. 
GEORGE B. HOLLAND, 
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TOWN DEBT. 
Bonds due, $33,800 00 
Interest on same, 404 00 
Notes due, 4,500 00 
Interest on notes, 38 00— $38,742 00 
UNPAID BILLS. 
Town officers and other bills, $1000 00 
Floating orders, 911 26——1,911 26 
$40,653 26 
ASSETS, 
Cash in treasury, 283 84 
Taxes assessed 1869, 40 17 
Taxes assessed 1870 and ’71, 8,521 20 
Amount due from County, 125 00 


Amount returned as due from State, 12,750 00—$21,720 21 


—— 


Present indebtedness of town, $18,933 05 


ESTIMATES FOR 1872. 
Town paupers, average of 1870, and 771, $920 00 


Estimate for 1872, $900 00 
County paupers, 50 00 
Highways and bridges, aside from highway bills, 800 00 
Town officers and contingent expenses, 1500 00 
Interest on debt. 1700 00 

School amount required by law, aside from liter- 
ary fund, 2,835 00 
State tax, 2,430 00 
County tax, 7 2,224 22 
Bonds due, 3,000 00 
Library, 100 00 
$15,539 22 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES FISHER, Selectmen 
FREDERICK WATKINS, of 
NEHEMIAH ROYCE, Walpole. 
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REPORT OF THE 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The following is a special, general and statistical report of the 
Superintending School Committee for the Town, ending March 
1872,—to which is added the High School and Library reports. 

The amount of money appropriated for schooling purposes, 
for the year, was $3,376 74—distributed to the different districts 


in the following manner : 
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SPECIAL REPORT. 


Districr No. 2.—This district had three terms of school. 
During the summer and fall terms the school was under the in- 
struction of Miss Netytre M. Atwoop of Acworth. Miss A. is 
possessed of the requisite qualifications for a good teacher. Hav- 
ing had considerable experience, she knew what to demand of 
her pupils and how to procéed to accomplish her plans. Hence 
the school made good progress and was well disciplined. 

Mr. A. E. Spencer taught the school during the wintér term. 
The school was very large, there being twice as many scholars as 
the school-room could well accommodate. The teacher was not 
experienced in the difficult business in which he was engaged. 
Very little parental support is afforded a teacher in this district. 
‘Under these unfavorable circumstances the school was unsatis- 
factory to all connected with it—committees, teachers, parents 
and pupils. But few scholars were found at the close, and those 
few were in disorder and confusion. In a smaller school and un- 
der favorable circumstances we think this teacher might do well. 


_ District No. 3.—Between May 1st, and November 28, 1871, 
twenty weeks were devoted to the instruction of the rising gener- 
ation, in this district, under the guidance and direction of Miss 
JULIETTE CHAPPELL, who, with this experience has taught twen- 
ty-four months. As a teacher, she has greater tact for securing 
on the part of the scholars, subjection to laws, rules, order, pre- 
cepts and regulations, than for stimulating their to minds to anx- 
ious earnest thought. Recitations should be more than rehears- 
als of abstract rules, the scholar should be taught to examine in- 
to the reason of things taking nothing for granted because the 
text-book says so. This school during the two terms was compos- 
ed of fourteen and fifteen scholars with an average attendance of 
ten and eleven. Instances of tardiness fifteen and of dismissals 
forty-one. The principal feature of this school that most im- 
pressed the memory of your committee was the stillness that pre- 
vailed—the scholars spoke so low, no one could hear them save 
by the greatest difficulty. 


District No, 4.—The summer term was taught by Miss Mary 
L. ALtpricu ten weeks. This was a fair sized school, numbering 
twenty-eight pupils. An effort was made by the teacher and 


17 


committee to do away with whispering and make it a model 
school. All went smoothly along till about the middle of the’ 
term when some of the older pupils became disobedient, saucy 
and mischievous. Different members of the committee visited 
the school but found no fault with the teacher. Those mischief 
making scholars continued their disorderly conduct till the close 
of the school, giving the teacher much trouble and seriously im- 
pairing her efforts to do good. But notwithstanding, at the close 
the pupils seemed to have made a commendable degree of im- 
provement, but not the improvement that would have been made 
had the conduct of those pupils been different. The recitations 
in reading were of ahigh order from the youngest to the oldest 
of the pupils. 


The fall term of eight weeks was taught by Miss Mira A. 
Jerts of Langdon, who taught the summer school in District No. 
14. We heard no complaints from any source. By the appear- 
ance of the school at its close, we infer that good order prevailed 
and a commendable application to study was made. No particu- 
lar branch of study was madea specialty worthy of notice. On 
the whole the school was a fair one. 


The winter school of twelve weeks and numbering forty pupils 
was taught by Mr. Cuas. F. OBER of Dartmouth college, a young 
man possessing good qualities and more than ordinary capacity 
for a teacher. The school was large, the scholars of different ages, 
ranging from six to nineteen, requiring constant labor and tact 
to manage them. The school was visited soon after it commence- 
ed and found in excellent working order. Inquiries were made 
from time to time about the school, and the response was, “ we 
have a good school.” The last two weeks of the school the large 
boys began leaving, and at the close all of the large boys had 
left but one, reducing the number nearly one-half. The teacher 
says in his remarks, “ No complaints were made to me from any 
source, and the cause of their leaving is wholly unknown. How- 
ever, it is a significant fact that none of these boys left till af- 
ter the commencement of the dancing school, the fact speaks for 
itself.” The school appeared tolerably well the last day, taking 
its condition in account. If the teacher was faulty in any way, 
it was allowing the pupils to go over more ground than they 
could cultivate successfully. The average attendance was ninety 
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per cent., and would have been ninety-six had the scholars all | 
remained. The school room suffered in common, and as a conse-_ 
quence of demoralization, paper torn off, holes punched through 
the plastering, panels broken, &c. &c. Fourteen of the scholars 
were not absent one-half day. Credit is due to two of the girls. 
for their compositions the last day, and also to one young man 
for remaining in school till its close. We are sorry the parents 
allowed their children to leave the school, and it is hoped there 
never will be an occurrence of the kind again in old No. 4. 


Disrricr No. 5.—School twenty-two weeks between May 8th | 
and November 27th. Teacher, Miss Mary Cuurcnu with an ex- 
perience of 156 months. The school is small, average attendance 
being nine. Miss CnurcH is no stranger in this district. The 
scholars enjoyed her confidence and she succeeded probably bet- 
ter than anybody else could under the same circumstances, 


Districr No. 6.—The summer school was taught by Miss L. 
Exxia Rust. This teacher did well to maintain the high stand- 
ing which this school has had for several years. Her influence over 
her pupils was such as all parents would desire to have extended. 
to their children. The percentage of attendance was larger than 
any other school in town. Miss Lizzie 8. Hitcucock taught 
during the second term which was in the fall. She, too, was en- 
tirely successful. The final examination reflected much credit 
upon the teacher and afforded pleasure to the visitors. 


District No. 7.—This school of eleven scholars was taught, 
twent-three weeks between May Ist and October 28th by Miss 
Narina WELLINGTON, her first experience as a teacher. We 
saw no marked signs of improvementin this school. The teacher 
needs the drill of our Normal School or some first-class semi- 
nary, and we hope she will never apply for another school until 
she has enjoyed the privileges we recommend. 


District No. 8.—School eighteen weeks between May Ist and 
November 10th. Two terms—two teachers. During the first, 
Miss Lizzie S. Hircucock taught. There were seven scholars ; 
average attendance six and one-half. This is most decidedly a 
rural district, the school-house being located on the highest ridge 
of land this side of Mt. Monadnock, commands a view of the 
Green Mountains and is both airy and healthful. The scholars 
are bright, and it is a pity they could not unite with some other 
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district, and the benefit be reciprocal. This district would serve 
as good leaven in District No. 13; the orderly and well disposed 
little ones by their good conduct, might possibly shame into good 
behavior the over grown and insolent specimens of young Amer- 
ica that have hitherto disgraced themselves and their district. 


During the second term Miss JenntE M. Merriam taught. 
Circumstances beyond our control prevented our visiting this 
school during the two terms. Hearing no complaint, and pre- 
sume everything was done that could be, and nothing omitted to 
secure a gradual advancement of all the scholars in the various 
studies pursued by them. 


Disrrict No. 9.—There were three terms of school in this 
district. Miss Emma L. Coruew taught in the summer and fall 
terms, and Mr. W. G. LEronarp in the winter. We visited the 
summer school at its commencement and close, and were satisfied 
with the ability of the teacher. A similar remark is applicable 
to the winter school. We were not aware that there was a fall 
term until after it had finished, when we accidentally heard of it. 

There are so many currents and counter-currents of feeling eb- 
bing and flowing throughout the length and breadth of this dis- 
trict, that we deem it discretion to allow each one to enjoy his 
own opinion as to what has been done right, and what wrong the 
past winter. We would simply recommend that each one look 
carefully forthe beam that may be in his own eye before pointing 
at the mote in his brothers. 


District No. 10.—July 21st, visited the school in this district 
at the close of the term. The school appeared remarkably well, 
the recitations were all good, and the order was unexceptionable, 
no whispering during the entire term by any member of the 
school, a fact worthy of record and imitation. And what is high- 
ly complimentary to the teacher, Miss Mary E. Rust, no strin- 
gent measures were used to prevent it. Probably there never 
has been an instance in this town before, where all the pupils in 
a school have abstained from a habit so detrimental to the good 
discipline of a school. We think Miss Rust did her duty faith- 
fully and acceptably to the district. We commend her to those 
in want of a kind and faithful teacher. 

The winter school was taught by Mr. Frank D. Hurcurys 
of Keene, astudent from Dartmouth. Mr. Hutchins seemed to 
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know what he was about at our first visit although his way of 
imparting knowledge was somewhat different from that usually 
pursued. There was more of oral and less of text knowledge 
imparted, which was thought by some, an invention not so profit- 
able, but the best educators now are turning their attention to 
more oral instruction than formerly. Atthe close the school ap- 
peared well. The class in geography acquitted themselves much 
to their credit, and all the branches taught seemed to have re- 
ceived their due share of care and attention. , 


District No. 11.—There was a fall and winter term in this 
district. Miss Emma F. Hou_mers taught the fall school, a short 
term of seven weeks. Had she gone among strangers she prob- 
ably would have succeeded, but in this, her own district, she did 
not meet with success. 

A long winter school, taught by Miss Grace Royce, is pro- 
gressing quietly at the writing of this report. It promised well 
at the beginning and we hope to find a pleasant examination at 
the close. 


District No. 12.—Summer term, ten weeks. Teacher, Miss 
GRACE 8. Royce, twenty-two scholars ; average attendance fif- 
teen! ! This district is entitled to a leather medal for the poorest 
average attendance in town. It requires a teacher of peculiar 
and almost extravagant fascination to secure not only attendance 
at school, but attention and good behavior in school in this dis- 
trict. 

The old dilapidated school house is most sickening to look at, 
a disgrace to the district and a reproach to the age we live in.— 
This district enjoys the reputation of being one of the most he- 
nighted in town and the school house is a standing witness of the 
fact. Miss Royce did as well asshe could, and her successor who 
taught the 

Winter term did no better, between December 4th, 1871 and 
February 16, 1872, eleven weeks, Miss JULIETTE CHAPPELL 
taught. She had previously devoted during the year twenty 
weeks to District No. 3. Twenty-six scholars composed the 
school; average attendance twenty-three. Two scholars, Geo, 
W. Adams and Charles H. Tuttle weré not absent one-half day, 
The first named boy was neither absent or tardy, the other tardy 
but once. Two noble examples for punctuality. The scholars, 
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generally seemed well disposed towards the teacher and the ark 
that covered them, occasionally the demon of destruction took 
possession of them and a complete demolition of the school house 
was threatened. Your committee expostulated with the most 
turbulent, and begged they would spare the noble edifice, for the 
good purpose it had served in days gone by, even if it possessed 
no merit now. The principal feature of this school was the good 
order that prevailed whenever we were present, and if there is a 
place under heaven, where order is the first, last and highest law; 
it is the school room, no progress can be made without it. 


Disticr No. 13.—The summer term of this school of eight 
weeks was taught by Miss Apan B. Cocuran. There were only 
six small pupils during the term, costing the district one dollar 
each per week. This was Miss Cochran’s first attempt at teach- 
ing. She passed a fair examination and seemed ambitious of 
success, but she, as all do, in similar cases, had to labor against 
the prejudices incident to one’s own home and district. We think 
the first ‘trial of those who attempt to teach, should be made 
away from home; certainly then, a part of the perplexities of 
school teaching are removed, which are many. We hope her 
next experience in teaching will prove more satisfactorily to her- 
self, and as a matter of course it will be to others. 


Winter School—Mr. Jonn L. Houcuron having taught in this 
district several winters, and having given good satisfaction, his 
services were secured for the past term of winter, seven weeks.— 
The term was so short that the pupils had not time to advance 
far in their studies, but the little time was profitably spent by 
most of the school, and Mr. Houghton again had the satisfaction 
of receiving the approbation of the order-loving portion of the 
district. The term however, did not glide along its full time like 
a peaceful, quiet stream, for about the fifth week a ripple was 
heard giving forth an ominous sound, to those with open ears.— 
Two specimens of Young America, conceived the foolish idea, 
that either the regulations of the school were not right, or that 
they (themselves) wanted regulating. They concluded however, 
that the school regulations were wrong, and placed themselves 
ina beligerent attitude in order to right their wrongs. America 
No. 1 made an assault on the teacher, vi et armis, expecting 
America No. 2, to come to the rescue, but the courage of No. 2. 
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“‘ oozed out,” displaying the white feather, and left No. 1 to reap 
all the glory and shame to himself. The sudden brandishing of 
a huge ball-club over and around the head of No. 1, by the 
_ teacher, soon took all the visible fight out of him, and made him 
more impotent than Sampson of old, when shorn of his locks,— 
He was soon brought out from the seats, and made to take a hor- 
izontal position on the floor for the remaining portion of ths day, 
at once degrading and humiliating. Rarey never achieved great- 
er success in taming his wildest colt. He (America No. 1,) im- 
mediately graduated from the school with unenviable honors.— 
Verdict of the community, “served him right.” 


District No. 14.—Miss Mira A. JEFtTs taught this school 
summer and winter. In summer there were twenty-two pupila, 
mostly small and rather backward in their studies. The disci- 
pline of the school was good, and the advancement made in the 
studies pursued about.an average. We think the teacher gave 
general satisfaction to the parents of the district. The average 
attendance was nearly ninety per. cent. 

The winter school numbered fifteen not so large as in summer. 
We have nothing special to mention. Theschool days passed off 
without any event to cause a ripple and at the close about the 
same improvement was made as in summer, and about the same 
general satisfaction given. 


GENERAL REMARKS. f 


The annual school report is expected as surely as a new alma- 
nac, and like the almanac is perused and then consigned to the 
waste basket. We make suggestions, based on facts, within the 
capacity of every district to fulfill, and they are no more heeded 
than the marginal notes of an old almanac relative to sunshine, 
cloud, rain, &c., they are never adopted as a rule of action, but 
very soon consigned to oblivion never to be raked up again save 
by another bombshell in the shape of an annual report, and con- 
sidering the amount of reform our report annually effects, one 
would suffice for an hundred years, and the schools grow poorer 
all the time. There are elements of success that never fail to se- 
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cure a good school, viz.: industrious, obedient scholars, a good 
teacher thoroughly furnished for every good work and the hearty 
‘ co-operation of all parents and guardians, The question is, have 
we these elements of success? If we have not we ought to be 
ashamed of ourselves and never hope for anything better than 
failure. It isa lamentable fact that many parents do not co-op- 
erate with the committee and teacher to secure a good school. 
Years ago parents brought up their children ; now children bring 
down their parents. The parents are too democratic, too jealous 
of their prerogatives; their children are as good, if not better 
than any in town and their attendance at school is an honor to 
the district and a compliment tothe teacher! Their children are 
kind, generous, obedient and honest at home, and the report of 
any misdemeanor at school is a libel and the righteous indigna- 
tion of the parent is manifested by detaining the scholar from 
school, who stalks about, a monument to the sparing mercy of an 
indulgent but foolish parent and to serve as a constant irritating 
plaster to the whole neighborhcod. Some of our districts seem 
to have no boys and girls, but an indescribable class of biped 
wanting the modest, reserve and respectful demeanor which were 
once the characteristics and the glory of the young. Under the 
immediate surveillance of the teacher they are as quiet as nest- 
ling doves, but the moment the dial denotes the hour of relaxa- 
tion, it seems as though Pandemonium were let loose and our 
pure Anglo Saxon tongue is most egregiously marred by the dia- 
lect of the devil. Boys seem to vie with each other as to who can 
swear the worst, and we are very sorry to add that even girls old 
enough to be young ladies, will lend the charm of approbation to 
profanity by a silly laugh, rather than give it a rebuke by a look 
of scorn or contemptuous silence. The habit of profanity is de 
-moralizing in all its influence and teachers should especially in- 
culcate this moral lesson. When we were boys a scholar that 
was known to utter an oath was flogged, and much as we depre- 
cate corporal punishment, we still think a /ittle oil of birch would 
serve as an antidote to the effluvia of brimstone that disgraces 
and degrades the conversation of many of our youth. 
We have advised that the Prudential Commitee should con- 


sult the Superintending Committee relative to teachers before en- 
gaging them, few only have heeded our suggestions; the benefit 
to be derived is too plain for argument. Asa rule the Prudens 
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tial Committee postpones his work until near the beginning of 
school and if his candidate is perchance rejected he is forced into 
‘small quarters and perhaps driven to the Botany Bay of teachers 
to select such material as he may surely find there. The result 
is a poor school, or at best, only tolerable, the money is spent» 
everybody dissatisfied, the Prudential Committee blown up, and 
the Superintending Committee condemned ; both most undesery- 
edly. Every person that can pass an pedis cor tich requisite for 
teacher, by no means fulfills his promise. It is not entirely the 
amount of a teacher’s knowledge or his faculty of communica- 
ting it that make a good school, it is rather the power he possesses 
to givean impulse to the minds of his pupils and make them la- 
bor; he must be something more than a hired conductor to bow in 
one class and bow out another, to exhibit his classes like so many 
animals at a menagerie with heartless indifference, he must pos- 
Bess ever living fountains of knowledge and emotion that should 
gush up of themselves and not be obliged to be drawn up by pul- 
Jeys; he should be a person of tact, of various expedients and 
never failing resources, no creature of custom to plod on week af- 
ter week like an old horse in a threshing machine. He should 
be familiar with human nature no less than with Cornell’s Geog- 
raphy. He should have breadth as well as depth, and not one 
whose few thoughts rattle round in his head like dice in a dice- 
box. ) 
We are fully persuaded that a friendly consultation between 
the committees would result in great good to all concerned. 
When Prudential Committees have secured a teacher acceptable 
to the Superintending Committee their work is done, and they 
have no more to do afterwards with the conduct and regulations 
of the school than any of the citizens of thesame district. Their 
official position confers no special privileges relative to the disci- 
pline of the school. 


We have advised consolidation of our districts and the wisdom 
of our advice may be appreciated by reference to our statistical 
tab!e, showing that in some of our districts the school costs one 
dollar per week for each scholar, while in District No. 1, the ex- 
pense is less than twenty-five cents per week. Itseems as though 
no one could be so dull as not to appreciate the fact that forty 
scholars can be more economically taught by one teacher in one 
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school-room than by five teachers in as many different school 
houses. Nothwithstanding this mathematical fact stares every 
citizen in the face, still personal convenience, neighborhood prej- 
udice and democratic conservatism will not sanction consolida- 
tion and economy of expenditure. On the contrary we are cred- 
ibly informed that the creation of another district is seriously 
contemplated by some persons and by and by we presume every 
farmer will demand a school house within his own door yard, it 
would be so very handy and convenient ! 

We cheerfully recommend to all our citizens a perusal of the 
statutes relative to compulsary education of the young between 
the ages of eight and fourteen years. Occasionally our nostrils 
and eyesight have suggested to us that there is connected or 
ought to be, with every school-house another small but necessary 
edifice not entirely devoted to scientific purposes which should 
command the attention of the Prudential Committee as often ag 
once in.a decade; the health of the pupils and comfort of the 
adjoining neighborhood alike demand it, especially, during the 
summer season. One other suggestion, it is decidedly inconve- 
nient to hitch a horse to a stone wall, especially when the snow is 
three feet deep each side of it ! 

The common school stands first in the system of general edu- 
cation in this country, where every one is or should be taught to 
qualify themselves for the duties and responsibilities of citizens 
If parents. will only co-operate with the teachers and their com- 
mittee we can have better schools generally than during the past 
year, which shall contribute not only to the highest interest of 
our town but to the greatness of the state and the permanency of 


eur government. 
pelea OE Seas Town Superintending 


GEORGE ALDRICH, School Committee. 


GEO. A. BLAKE, 
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Table No. I. 


SUMMER AND FALL SCHOOLS, 1871. 


STN oy: Se ne ee ee es a ae ee 5 6} 6 7 7 8). 8 9 9)10)11 NG 

St | 
Length of school in weeks,.................06--.|| 10 | 8} 81210} 811 (11 91101211110 | 8| 8 8 91 7 110 811. 
Wages of female teacher per mo, ine’d’g b’d/|$36 (36/26/26 26/30) 19.28/23.28/20'30,20 20:24 |2822/28'21/20 | |24/24 
No. of scholars four years and upwards,......|) 34 /37/15|14/29)385, 9 11 1012/1111) 7 |11162013/11 22) 6/22 
No. of scholars between 4 and 16,...............// 82 |836/12/12.29/34 9 #11 0)12:11)11| 7 |16/13)14/18)10 |21| 6:20 
No.of scholars Over 16... .....05-ccsecseccsescessel| 22-4 1} 3} 2 OF 11 0 0 0; 0} 0; 0; 0} 1; O| 2; 0} 1} 1100 
NiO f-ta re esses)... 5.5. ose sesconcoaasdehers-cesi L227} O10 LSE St 6 5 0} 1| 214) 0 | O| 6 7 1/14 | 8 0} 4 
No. not absent one-half day,.................0-+./| 1 {16 0} 020/82) 6 | 5. | 7| 0; 2! O| 1 | 1) 6 1) 6 1 | 2 5/14 
NO.OF tardy, <2. .cesece-cncesessanecsecsseocecovseos|| - 1-114} -9f 512082: 5- | 9° 1101111 9-0] 7 111/13115/12| 4 115} 6/14 
No. “not absent or tardy,........20..sssessseanc-e|| 2°] 1] 0} 0} 414 6° £5 7 0} 2} 0} 1 | 1) 6 1) 6 1} O 4 6 
No. of visits by Supt. committee,................./ 2 | 1] 2) 2) 4,2) 2 | 2 1) 2) 1/.2).1.) 0} 2) 0} 2) 1 | 2) 2) 2 
No. of visits by Prudential committee,,......../ 0 | 0} 0) 0) 0) 0) 1 1 0} 1; 0 0; 0 | 0:0; OF 2} 0] OO 2 
No. of visits by citizens and others.,.............|| 13 | 912014'36/2413 | 0 21/1817/1212 |1713) 5/28/14 |14/2419 
Months previously taught by teacher,..........|/203 |23/21/24'10)10156 11584} 0/10] 0 3] 73/13] 9111/13] 23] 9} 0| 7 


Average daily attendance, Dis. No. 2, 263, 314, No. 3, 1144, 103%, No. 4, 2524, 31,3,, No. 5, 84, 955, No. 6, 932 


114, No. 7, 103, 8%, No. 8, 62, 824, No. 9, 13, 16, No. 10, 1218, No, 11, 83, No, 12, 16}, No. 13, 
Syly, No. 14, 203%. | 
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HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT, NO. 1. 


The degree of prosperity which has attended the schools in 
this district during the past year has not probably been excelled 
since the present system of grading was established. 

In each of the eight examinations which have taken place at 
the close of the several terms, there has been little to censure and 
much to praise. 


The Primary school continued under the instruction of Miss 
M. Nevire Lovey through the first term of the year. The 
close of her school was an occasion worthy of the ambition of 
the most ardent. Several persons, who came to witness the ex- 
ercises of the school at its close could not gain admission on ac- 
count of the large number of visitors there before them. 


The services of Miss App1& B. SmirH, an experienced and ac- 
complished teacher, were secured for the fall tern. She pave uni- 
versal satisfaction, not only meriting but receiving the highest 
approbation from all sources. 


The winter school was under the charge of Miss Mary R. Por- 
TER of Goddard Seminary, a young but ambitious teacher, who 
proved by her final examination that she had not mistaken her 
calling. 

Through the generosity of one of the prudential committee a 
piano has been at the service of this school throughout the entire 
year. Each of the three teachers have been able to make it 
useful and interesting to the pupils, and it has, no doubt, contrib- 
uted much to the success and profit of the school. 


The Intermediate Department was in charge of Miss ANNA 
M. Packarp during the first two terms of the year. She secured 
a high respect from all whose children she instructed by a con- 
scientious discharge of every duty and a deep interest in the wel- 
fare of every pupil. On her resignation the committee were for- 
tunate in obtaining the services 6f-Miss Mary E. Vias, a grad- 
uate of Tilden Seminary. She entered the school with a resolute 
bearing, was firm and consistant in her requirements and thus 
earned the reputation which she enjoys of being an excellent 
teacher. 

The High School continued in the charge of Mr. C. R. Crow- 
wLL. Under his care the school retains the confidence of its pat- 
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rons, the number of pupils attending has gradually increased, 
and the tuition received from scholars coming from outside the 
district has aiforded a liberal contribution to the district treasury. 

To relieve the arduous duties of the principal and to permit 
more attention to each of the various branches taught in the 
High School, the services of an assistant teacher were procured 
during the winter term. This position was ably filled by Miss 
Mary E. Rust. 

The fund acruing from the exhibition given last year after the 
close of the school, under the direction of Mr. Crowe, was in- 
creased by the contribution of several individuals, until ‘a suffi- 
cient sum was obtained for the purchase of a Student’s Micro- 
scope for the benefit of the High School. 

It seems desirable that this district should return to its old 
custom of having three terms of the High School in a year, cor- 
responding with the three terms of the other departments. It 
would require but a very small increase of the sum now raised, 
and would add much to the interest of the school by offering the 
inducement of a more permanent occupation to a teacher who 
might continue with us without so much liability of accepting 
other positions where continued occupation could be secured. The 
school would offer much greater advantages to that class of pu- 
pils desirous of pursuing their studies at the same school through- 
out the year. We should, in the prosperity of this district, re- 

member that constant vigilance is the price which must be paid 
in order to maintain a steady and healthful improvement. We 
should continue all well-tried teachers in the same school when 
possible to do so. The balance which tries new teachers finds 
generally as many ready hands to throw in antagonistic weights 
as there are to extend the friendly grasp and give kindly aid.— 
We should encourage those who have charge of our schools by 
frequent visits to the school-room and be ever ready to frown up- 
on the uncharitable opinions often expressed by the thoughtless 
and careless. Sympathy, encouragement and friendly aid are 
welcome to persons in all occupations, and especially in that of 


teaching. 
A. P. RicHARDSON, 


Supt. School Committee for Dist. No. 1. 
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REPORT ON TOWN LIBRARY. 


Our Librarian, Miss Louisa A. Pierce, during the past year 
has collected for fines and use of the Library by strangers, $22 33. 
The care and attention she gives to the Library is worthy of 
special praise. Whole number of books in the Library, 1,740. 
Number of books taken out since our last report, 4,097. Num- 
ber of books purchased 74. Number presented during the year 
566. Number of books repaired 38. Number re-covered 317. 
The town is indebted to James L. Mitchell for most of the books 
presented. The annual increase of our circulation proves that 
our Library is fully appreciated, and every citizen will expect 
the usual annual appropriation of $100 00. 


GEORGE HUNTINGTON, 
Library 


THOMAS B. PECK, é 
Committee. 


GEO. A. BLAKE, 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Balance on hand March 1871, | 6 16 
Appropriation by town March 1871, 100 00 
Received for fines and use of library, 22 33——$128 49 


PAID FOR BOOKS PURCHASED. 


Paid for 74 Vols., 106 32 
Paid for repairing 38 Vols., 7 24 
Pd. for stationery and paper for covering books, 4 07 
Paid for printing By-Laws, &c., 2 00 
Paid for express, 3 05 


Balance on hand, Mar¢h 1872, 5 81—-$128 49 
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